FIRST SEMESTER
DSC 1(C/M): HIST-111
History of India (from the Earliest Times to Gupta Period)

Credits-4 Marks: 100 (IA: 30+TH: 70)
Course Description

The course discovers the fascinating history of ancient India spanning from prehistoric times to the Gupta period. The
students shall learn about the sources, civilization, and socio-political developments during the Harappan, Vedic,
Mauryan and Gupta periods. They shall gain a deeper understanding of the religious diversity, literature, and cultural
dynamics that have shaped ancient India.

Course Objectives

1. To gain a comprehensive understanding of the concept of history, its scope, and significance.
2. Torealize the past glory and to appreciate the values of the life in the ancient period.

3. Analyze the sources and historiographical trends in ancient Indian history.

4.  To impart knowledge on the Indian heritage.

Course Outcomes

1. Identify approaches towards the sources and the study of ancient Indian history.

2. Increase the awareness of the transition from territorial states to the emergence of empires.

3. Evolution of socio-religious and political institutions in the different periods of ancient times.
4.  Analyze the emergence of the Mauryan and Gupta empires during the ‘classical age’ in India.

Section- |
Sources, Historiography and Prehistoric India
a.  What is History: Meaning, scope and significance.
b.  Sources and Historiographical trends of Ancient Indian History.
c.  Asurvey of Prehistoric India: Palaeolithic, Mesolithic, Neolithic and Chalcolithic cultures.

Section- 11
Harappan and Vedic Civilizations
a. Harappan Civilization: Origin, significant features, decline and survival.
b.  Aryans: Original home, myths and realities of Aryan invasion; various theories.
c.  Vedic culture: Early Vedic and post-Vedic literature, polity, society, economy and religion.

Section 111
Post-Vedic Culture and Religious Heterodoxy
a.  Iron Age and Megalithic Culture.
b. Mahajanapadas: Rise of Magadha.
c. Religious Heterodoxy: Buddhism, Jainism, Ajivika and Charvaka

Section IV
Mauryan, Sangam and Gupta Age
a. The Mauryan Empire: State, administration & economy, Ashoka and the fall of Mauryan empire.
b.  Polity in post Mauryan Age: Satavahanas and Kushanas.
c. Sangam Age: Literature, society and culture.
d. Gupta Empire: State, administration and the golden age in Indian history.
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SECOND SEMESTER
DSC 2(C/M): HIST-121
History of India: Post Gupta to 1200 CE

Credits-4 Marks: 100 (IA: 30+TH: 70)
Course Description

The course explores the political, social, economic and cultural aspects of the Early Medieval Period in Indian history.
It explores the origins, conflicts, feudal advancements, and emergence of new powers, as well as religious, intellectual,
and artistic developments. This course will analyze the transition to the early and medieval periods and its spatial and
chronological context.

Course Objectives

1. To gain an understanding of the various types of historical sources such as texts, inscriptions, and coins.

2. Examine the impact of invasions on Indian society and polity.

3. Gain an understanding of political structures in significant kingdoms including the regional powers.

4. To study of various changes that have occurred in society, economy and culture over time to gain a better
understanding of how different societies have evolved throughout history.

Course Outcomes

1. The students will develop the ability to interpret various historical sources to reconstruct the early Medieval
period.

2. Analyze the political landscape, including the emergence of regional powers and shifts in power dynamics.

Evaluating the socio-economic changes brought about by trade networks and outside invasions.

4.  Gain an understanding of the intellectual and artistic expressions that were prominent in early medieval Indian
culture

w

Section-1
Beginnings of Early Medieval Period
a.  Sources: Texts, epigraphic and numismatics.
b.  Harsha Kingdom and administration.
c.  Feudal Formation in the beginning of early Medieval India.

Section Il
Political Structures & Castes
a.  Tripartite struggle and rise of Rajput.
b.  Imperial Cholas and administration.
c. Proliferation of Castes.
Section-111

Society, Economy and New Powers

a. Inter-regional trade, Maritime trade and Guild system in early medieval India.

b.  Arab Conquests of Sindh.

c.  Turkish invasions and establishment of Sultanate; Mahmud of Ghazni and Shahab-ud-din of Ghur.
Section-1V

Religious and Cultural Developments

a.  Puranic tradition and Shakta Tantrism.

b. Islamic intellectual traditions: Al-Biruni.

c. Artand Architecture: Evolution of regional styles.
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