
 

          FIRST SEMESTER 

MDC1: HIST-112 

Ancient History of India 

Credits- 3                                                                                                                      Marks: 75 (IA: 25+TH: 50) 

 

Course Description 

This course provides an overview of Ancient Indian History from the Indus Valley civilization to the beginning of the 

Turkish invasions.  The course examines urban features of the Indus Valley civilization, socio-religious conditions of 

Vedic society, and socio-political development during the Mauryan rule. It investigates the administration of different 

dynasties during this period and its impact on Ancient Indian society and culture.  

 

Course Objectives 
 

1. To understand history as a discipline. 

2. Examine the causes and effects of the significant developments in Indian history. 

3. To provide an overview of the political and social dynamics.  

4. To survey of new political scenario of ambitious regional powers with shifting and overlapping boundaries. 

 

Course Outcomes 
 

1. To familiarize students with state theories, feudalism, political structures, and periodization in history. 

2. To analyze the significance of socio-political and cultural transformation. 

3. To gain the ability to express a knowledgeable perspective on the intricacies of Indian civilization. 

4. The evolution of social and political institutions in study period. 

 

Section 1 

a. Understanding History and its relevance 

b. Harappan civilization: Major sites, town planning and  decline  

c. Vedic civilization: Society & religion  

d. Teachings of Jainism and Buddhism  

Section 11 

a. The ascendancy of Magadha and the Alexander’s invasion of India. 

b. Rise of the Mauryan Empire under Asoka and his administration 

c. Art of the Kushan and the Satavahana administration. 

d. The Tamils and Sangam Age. 

Section-III 

a. The Gupta polity and the advancement in science & technology 

b. The Pushyabhutis and the rise of Harsha and his administration  

c. The Imperial Cholas and local self-government 

d. The Arabs and the Turks in Indian politics: Ghaznivids and the Ghorid invasions  

Essential Readings 

Agarwal, D.P., The Archaeology of India, Bio-Green Books, Delhi, 2021. 

Basham, A.L., The Wonder That Was India, Picador India, New Delhi, 1967, reprint 2019. 

Chakrabarti, Dilip K., India: An Archaeological History: Palaeolithic Beginnings to Early Historic Foundations, 

Oxford University Press, Delhi, 1999. 

Chakravarti, Ranbir, Exploring Early India Up to C. AD 1300, Visionias, New Delhi, 2010, reprint 2023. 

Carr, E. H., What Is History, Punguin Classics, London, 2018. 



 

Jha, D. N., Early India: A Concise History, Manohar publishers & Distributers, New Delhi, 2004. 

Karashima, Noboru, A Concise History of South India, Oxford University Press, New Delhi, 2014. 

Kosambi, D.D., An Introduction to the Study of Indian History, Sangam Books Ltd., Hyderabad, 2023 (revised). 

Majumdar, R. C. et al., History and Culture of the Indian People, Bhartiya Vidya Bhavan, Mumbai, 1951-1966. 

Ratnagar, Shereen, Understanding Harappa: Civilization in the Greater Indus Valley, Tulika Books, New Delhi, 2001. 

Ray, Himanshu, P., Monastery and Guild: Commerce under the Satavahanas, Oxford University Press, New Delhi, 

1996.  

Raychaudhuri, H. C., Political History of Ancient India with a commentary by B. N. Mukherjee, Calcutta University 

Press, Calcutta, 1996. 

Sastri, K. A. N., The Cholas, Madras University, Madras, 1955. (pdf available on Internet Archive) 

Sharma, R.S., Perspectives in Social and Economic History of Early India, Munshiram Manoharlal Publishers, New 

Delhi, 2003. 

Singh, Upinder, A History of Ancient and Early Medieval India: From the Stone Age to the 12th Century, Pearson 

Education India, New Delhi, 2013. 

Thapar, Romila, Early India from the Origins to AD 1300, The Penguin, New Delhi, 2002. 

Thapar, Romila, Ashoka and the Decline of the Mauryas, Oxford, New Delhi, 2012. 

Suggested Readings 

Akira, Heerakawa, A History of Indian Buddhism: From Sakyamuni to Early Mahayana, Motilal Banarasidass, New 

Delhi, 2007. 

Albinia, Alice, Empires of The Indus, John Murray Press, London, 2009. 

Basham, A. L., The Origins and Development of Classical Hinduism, Motilal Banarasidass, Delhi, 1991.  

Battacharya, N. N., Jainism: A Concise Encyclopedia, Manoharlal Publishers and Distributers, New Delhi, 2009. 

Fea, John, Why Stury History? Reflecting on the Importance of the Past, Baker Publishing Group, Michigan, 2013. 

Jain, V. K., Prehistory and Protohistory of India: Palaeolithic-Non Harappan Chalcolithic Cultures, D.K. Print 

World, New Delhi, 2006. 

Jha, D.N., Ancient India in Historical Outline (Fourth Revised Edition), Manohar publishers & Distributers, New 

Delhi, 2009. 

Munshi, K. M., The History and Culture of Indian People: The Classical Age, Bhartiya Vidya Bhavan, Mumbai, 

1954, (reprint, 1970). 

Ray, N.R., Mauryan and Post Mauryan Art, New Delhi, 1975 (also available in Hindi). 

Sankalia, H.D., Prehistory and Proto history in India and Pakistan, University of Bombay, Mumbai, 1962. 

Sen, S. N., Ancient Indian History and Civilization, New Central Book agency Pvt. Ltd., Kolkata, 2017. 

Singh, G. P., Ancient Indian Historiography: Sources and Interpretations, D. K. Print world, New Delhi, 2003. 

Stevenson, Sinclair, The Heart of Jainism (Classical reprint), Forgotten Books, 2018. 

Thapar, Romila, Ashoka and the Decline of the Mauryas, Oxford, New Delhi, 2012. 

Tripathi, R. S., History of Ancient India, Motilal Banarasi Dass, Allahabad, 1977, reprint 1999. (also available in 

Hindi). 

 

Books in Hindi 
 

जैन, वी.के., भारत का प्रागैततहास और आद्य इततहासः  एक अवलोकन: पाषाणकालीन एवं गैर-हड़प्पाई ताम्र पाषातणक संसृ्कततयां, 

तहन्दी माध्यम कायाान्वय तनदेशालय, तदल्ली तवश्वतवद्यालय, नई तदल्ली, 2008. 

कोसाम्बी, डी. डी., तमथक और यथाथथ ा, तहन्दी माध्यम कायाान्वय तनदेशालय, तदल्ली तवश्वतवद्यालय, नई तदल्ली, 2001 

चक्रवती, रणबीर, भारतीय इततहासः  आतदकाल, ओररयेंट बै्लकस्वान, नई तदल्ली, 2012. 

झा, डी.एन., प्राचीन भारतः  एक रूपरेखा, मनोहर पब्लब्लशसा, नईतदल्ली, 2013. 

झा, द्विजेन्द्र नारायण एवं श्रीमाली, कृष्णमोहन, प्राचीन भारत का इततहास, तहन्दी माध्यम कायाान्वय तनदेशालय, तदल्ली तवश्वतवद्यालय, 

तदल्ली, 2016. 

थापर, रोतमला, पूवाकालीन भारत: प्रारम्भसे1300ई. तक, तहन्दी माध्यम कायाान्वय तनदेशालय, तदल्ली तवश्वतवद्यालय, तदल्ली, 2008. 



 

बैषम, ए. एल., अद्भुत भारत, तशवलाल अग्रवाल एण्ड कम्पनी, आगरा, 2002. 

शमाा, आर. एस., प्रारब्लम्भक भारत का आतथाक और सामातजक इततहास, तहन्दी माध्यम कायाान्वय तनदेशालय, तदल्ली तवश्वतवद्यालय, 

तदल्ली,  2002. 

शमाा, आर. एस., प्रारब्लम्भक भारत का आतथाक और सामातजक इततहास, तहन्दी माध्यम कायाान्वय तनदेशालय, तदल्ली तवश्वतवद्यालय, 

तदल्ली,  2002. 

शमाा, राम शरण, पुवा मध्यकालीन भारत का सामंती समाजऔर संसृ्कतत, राजकमल प्रकाशन तदल्ली, 2009. 

तसंह, उतपन्दर, प्राचीन एवं पूवा मध्यकालीन भारत का इततहास: पाषणकाल  से 12वी ंशताब्दी तक, नईतदल्ली, 2016.  

 

Suggested Online Link 

https://ndLiitken.ac.in 

https://ignou.ac.in  

https://ndl.iitkgp.ac.in 
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     SECOND SEMESTER  

MDC 2: HIST-122 

Medieval History of India 

Credits- 3                                                                                                                      Marks: 75 (IA: 25+TH: 50) 
 

Course Description   

This course aims to introduce students to the intriguing historical era that connects ancient and modern India. The 

primary focus will be on exploring the significant events and developments of the medieval period. The course will 

delve into the socioeconomic, political, and religious aspects of these events and analyze the sources that provide 

insights into the crucial invasions, the rise of new powers, and decline. By the end of the course, students will have a 

deeper understanding and appreciation of the rich history and culture of India, and how it has evolved. 

Course Objectives  

1. To gain an understanding about the political and social transformations in medieval Indian history. 

2. To recognize the advancements in agriculture, industry, trade, and commerce. 

3. To understand the socio-religious development. 

4. To understand how political power was wielded and challenged during medieval period in India. 
 

Learning outcomes 

1. The establishment and territorial consolidation of the Delhi, Mughal and Vijaynagar. 

2. Know the socio-economic and religious aspects of the Medieval period. 

3.     Gain a deep understanding of the intricate political and social dynamics of this historical period 

4. Provide an overview of the resistance movements that influenced the politics of medieval India. 
                                                     

Section-1 
  

a. Sources of Medieval Indian History and understanding Medieval as a period. 

b. Foundation, expansion &consolidation of the Delhi Sultanate: Qutubuddin Aibak, Iltutmish, and Balban theory 

of kingship. 

c. Alauddin Khalji’s economic policy. 

d. Muhammad-bin-Tughluq’s various schemes. 

 

Section-II 

a. Vijaynagar Empire: Achievements of Krishnadevaraya 

b. Rise of the Bahamani Empire 

c. Salient features of the Bhakti & Sufi movement 

d. Foundation of the Mughal Empire and the administration of Sher Shah Suri. 

                                                          

Unit -III 

a. Akbar’s religious policy and Mughal mansabdari and jagirdari system 

b. Aurangzeb’s religious policy and the Mughal relation with Rajputs 

c. Shivaji and his administration. 

d. The downfall of the Mughal Empire. 

 

Essential Readings 
 

Alam, M. and S. Subrahmanyam, The Mughal State, 1526-1750, Oxford University Press, New Delhi, 1998. 



 

Bhargav, Meena (ed), Exploring Medieval India: Sixteenth to the Eighteenth Centuries, Blackswan, New Delhi, 

2011. 

Chakrabarti, Ranbir, Exploring Early India Up to c. AD 1300, Primus Books, New Delhi, 2016. 

Chandra, Satish, Medieval India: From Sultanate to the Mughals (Delhi Sultanat, 1206-1526) PART TWO, Har-

Anand Publication, New Delhi, 2019. (also available in Hindi) 

Chandra, Satish, Medieval India: From Sultanate to the Mughals (Delhi Sultanat, 1206-1526) PART ONE, Har-

Anand Publication, New Delhi,2019. (also available in Hindi). 

Chattopadhyaya, B.D., The Making of Early Medieval India, Oxford, New Delhi, 1994.  

Day, U. N., Some Aspects of Medieval Indian History, Love Price Publications, New Delhi, 2004  

Gordon, S., The New Cambridge History of India: The Marathas, 1600-1818, Cambridge University Press, 

Cambridge, 1999. 

Kumar, Sunil., The Emergence of the Delhi Sultanate: AD 1192-1286, Permanent Black, Ranikhet, 2007, reprint. 

2023. 

Mahajan, V. D., History of Medieval India: Sultanate Period and Mughal Period, S. Chand, Noida, 1991 (Eleventh 

edition). (available in Hindi also) 

Majumdar, R. C., Pusalkar, A. D., and Majumdar, A. K., The Delhi Sultanat. Vol. 6, Bharti Vidya Bhawan, 

Bombay, 1960. 

Mukhiya, Harbans, The Mughals of India, Oxford University Press, 2004. (also available in Hindi) 

Nizami, K. Ahmad, On History and Historians of Medieval India, Munshiram Manoharial, New Delhi, 1983, 

Qanungo, K.R., Sher Shah and His Times, Orient Longman, Bombay, 1965. 

Ray, Aniruddha, Some Aspects of Mughal Administration, Kalyani Publishers, New Delhi, 1984, 

Sastri, K. A. N., A History of South India: From prehistoric Times to the Fall of Vijayanagar, Oxford, Delhi, 2000. 

Sharma R. S., Religious Policy of the Mughal Emperors, S.L. Agarwal, Agra, 1972 

Shivram, Balkrishan, Jagirdars in the Mughal Empire, Manohar Publishers, New Delhi, 2008. 

Stein, Barton, Vijaynagar: New Cambridge History of India, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 1989. 

 

Hindi Books 
 

झा. द्विजेन्द्र नारायण एवं श्रीमाली, कृष्णमोहन. प्राचीन भारत का इततहास, तहन्दी माध्यम कायाान्वय तनदेशालय, तदल्ली 

तवश्वतवद्यालय, तदल्ली, 2021. 

थापर, रोद्वमला, पुववकालीन भारत (प्रारम्भ से 1300 ई० तक), द्वहन्दी माध्यम कायावन्वयन द्वनदेशालय, द्वदल्ली, 2016. 

नागोरी, एस. एल., मध्यकालीन भारत 1000 AD से 1761 AD  तक, श्री सरस्वती सदन पब्लब्लकेशन, नई तदल्ली, 2017. 

पाठक, द्ववशुिानन्द, उत्तर भारत का राजनीद्वतक इद्वतहास, उत्तर प्रदेश द्वहन्दी संस्थान, लखनऊ, 2018. 

पांडे, अवध तबहारी, प्रारंतभक मध्यकालीन भारत, बनारस तहंदू तवश्वतवद्यालय, वाराणसी, 1960. 

महाजन, वी. डी., मध्यकालीन भारत,  एस. चंद पब्लब्लतशंग, नॉएडा, 1991. 

मुखजी, राधाकुमुद, प्राचीन भारत, राजकमल प्रकाशन, नई द्वदल्ली, 2020. 

शमाव, राम शरण, पुववमध्यकालीन भारत का सामंती समाज और संसृ्कद्वत, राजकमल प्रकाशन, द्वदल्ली, 2009. 

शास्त्री के ऐथथ एनथ , दतिण भारत का इततहास, पटना, 2014. 

द्वसंह, ओकारनाथ, गुप्ांरत्तर कालीन उत्तर भारतीय मुद्रायें (600-1200 ई०), द्ववश्वद्ववद्यालय प्रकाशन, वाराणसी, 1997. 

सोनकर, अशोक कुमार, गाहड़वालो ंका राजनीद्वतक और सामाद्वजक इद्वतहास, आस्था, द्वदल्ली, 2015. 

तसंह, मोहन, पृथ्वीराज रासो – महाकतव चंद बरदाई कृत (चार खंडो ंमें), राजस्थानी गं्रथागार, जोधपुर, 2018. 

 

Suggested Readings 

Aquil, R., The Muslim Question: Understanding Islam and Indian History, The Penguin, New Delhi, 2017. 

Aziz, A., The Mansabdari Systems and the Mughal Army, Idarah- i-Adabiyat-i Delli, New Delhi 1954. Reprint in 

2016. 

Faruqui, Munis D., The Princes of the Maghal Empire, 1504-1719, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge 2012. 



 

Habib, Mohammad and Nizami, K. A., Politics and Society during the Early Medieval Period, People's Publishing 

House, New Delhi 1974. 

Habib, Irfan, The Agrarian System of Mughal, 1554-1707, Oxford University Press, New Delhi, 1999. 

Habib, M. and Nizami, K. A., A Comprehensive History of India, vol. 5 Two Parts: The Delhi Sultanat AD 1206-

1526, Delhi, 1970, reprint 1992 

Habibullah, A. B. M., The Foundation of Muslim Rule in India, Central Book Depot, Allahabad, 1967. 

Halim, Abda, History of the Lod Sultans of Delhi and Agra, Idarsh-i-Adabiyat-i-Delli, New Delhi, 1974 

Hasan, Mobibbul, Babur Founder of the Mughal Empire in India, Manohar Publishers, New Delhi 2019. 

Husain, Yusuf, Indo-Muslim Polity: Turko-Afghan Period, Indian Institute of Advanced Study, Shimla, 1971. 

Karashima, Noboru (ed.), A Concise History of South India, Oxford, New Delhi, 2014.  

Lal, K. S. History of the Khaljis 1290-1320, The Indian Press, Allahabad, 1967 (2 edition). 

Majumdar, R. C., Chaudhri, J. N., and Chaudhuri, S., The Mughal Empire. Vol.7, Bharti Vidya Bhavan, Mumbai, 

1960. 

Moosvi, Shireen. People, Taxation and Trade in Mughal India, Oxford University Press, Delhi, 2008. 

Moreland, W. H. The Agrarian System of Moslem India, Central Books, Allahabad, 1920. 

Mukhiya, Harbans, Historian and Historiography during the reign of Akbar, Vikas Publisher House, New Delhi, 

1976. 

Prasad, Ishwari, The Life and Times of Humayun, Orient Longman, Calcutta, 1955. 

Prashad, Ishwari, History of the Qaraunah Turks, Indian Press Ltd., Allahabad, 1936. 

Sherwani, H. K., The Bahmanis of Deccan, Munshiram Manoharlal, New Delhi, 1985 (2nd edition). 

Sarkar, Jadunath, Shivaji and His Time, Manohar Publishers and Distributers, Calcutta, 1948 (4th edition).  

Srivastava, A. L., Akbar the Great. 3 vols., Shiv Lal Agarwal & Co., Agra, 1962, 1967. 

Srivastava, A.L., The Sultanate of Delhi (711-1526), Shiv Lal Agarwal & Co., Agra, 1964. 

Stein, Burton, Vijayanagara, CUP, Cambridge, 1989. 

Streisand Douglas E., The Formation of the Mughal Empire, Oxford University Press, New Delhi, 1989. 

Tapan Ray Chaudhary and Irfan Habib, The Cambridge Economic History of India c. 1200- c. 1750, Orient 

Blackswan, New Delhi, 1982. 

Tripathi, R.P., Rise and Fall of the Mughal Empire, Central Book Depot, Allahabad 1979. 

Tripathi, R.P., Some Aspects of Muslim Administration, Central Book Depot, Allahabad 1966. 

Truschke, Audrey, Aurangzeb: The Man and the Myth, Penguin, Delhi, 2017. 

Veluthat, Kesavan, The Political Structure of Early Medieval South India, Orient Blackswan, Delhi, 2012. 
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